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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

ENTRY INTO THE WAR: support for Britain, military preparedness, recruitment, attitudes towards war 

 Support for Britain & Enlistment 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

7:15-8:00, 13:00-14:00 - 
Newfoundland was a dominion of the 
British Empire, along with Canada, 
and both were therefore 
automatically entered into the war. 
Newfoundlanders had differing 
opinions about participation.   

Thomas’ story: 

http://newfoundlandatarm

ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/

thomas-enlistment 

 

Debate:   

What are some reasons for and against Newfoundland and Canada’s 
participation in the First World War? In six groups, students can explore and 
debate the two sides from the following angles: loyalty to Britain, financial 
issues (loss of workers for the fishery, factory or farming versus consistent 
soldier salary), being seen as cautious versus chicken.  

7:20 - News of war comes to 

Newfoundland, Britain’s oldest 

colony. There is no debate as to what 

it means for Newfoundland: the 

colony is at war. Men enthusiastically 

sign up for the great adventure. 

 

11:00 - Women also enthusiastically 

sign up for the great adventure. 

Thomas’s story: 

http://newfoundlandatarm
ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/
thomas-enlistment 

 

Marjorie’s story, no. 2: 

http://newfoundlandatarm
ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/
marjorie-training-as-a-vad 

Discuss: 

Suggest some reasons why young men and women would be eager to go to 
war. 

 

Research: 

It’s said that barely a street in St. John’s was spared the suffering of losing a 

resident in the First World War.  The same can be said for virtually every 

large community in the tiny nation of Newfoundland.  Many communities in 

The United Kingdom suffered the same fate. Complete a Google search of 

“Pals Battalions.”  What were these?  Why did the British government 

promise young men that they would remain with their friends throughout 

the war?  Suggest reasons for why this was an effective decision by 

government.  Suggest reasons why it was a catastrophic decision.  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/13/thomas-enlistment
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
ENTRY INTO THE WAR: support for Britain, military preparedness, recruitment, attitudes towards war 

 Recruitment 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

12:45 - For reasons of economics, 

young men were needed to sustain 

the family economic unit. Families 

often worked on a credit system. The 

prospect of making money was 

equally appealing, a rare opportunity 

in a cashless society. Also at 13:45, the 

entire family was needed to sustain 

itself economically, families could not 

“give him up.” The same applied 

elsewhere in Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create: 

Write a speech campaigning for enlistment, providing reasons for going to 
war, or create a poster like one of those in the documentary that would 
target young men. To find inspiration, consult this list: 
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/propaganda/first_e.shtml 

13:00 - Propaganda posters and 

jingoism are part of the larger appeal 

for recruitment.   

 Analyze: 

What was the significance of the white feather?  What emotion would 
actions like this be appealing to in young men?  Would this work today? 
Define jingoism. 

 

  

http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/propaganda/first_e.shtml
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
ENTRY INTO THE WAR: support for Britain, military preparedness, recruitment, attitudes towards war 

 Camaraderie 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

20:15 - A rigid class structure existed 

in the British military as it did in 

England. The more free spirited 

Newfoundlanders and Canadians were 

unaccustomed to this type of 

hierarchy based on a class system, and 

made less or even no distinction 

between classes.  In the troops from 

the colonies, there are several 

examples of camaraderie and 

friendship between officers (ie. 

merchant class) and enlisted men (ie. 

fishermen, miners, etc.). 

Edward’s story, no. 4 & 5: 

http://newfoundlandatarm
ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/16/
edward-travelling-to-egypt 

 

 

Reflect: 

Suggest some reasons why this difference of opinions on class might exist in 
North America versus in England.   

 

Debate: 

Which is better?   

1. A military that has officers from different socio-economic groups 
(classes). 

2. A military that has only formally educated officers from wealthy 
families. 

 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/16/edward-travelling-to-egypt
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/16/edward-travelling-to-egypt
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/16/edward-travelling-to-egypt
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
WAR EXPERIENCES: trench warfare, tactics and technology, experiences of various groups 

 Trench Warfare & Technology 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas  

34:50 - Tactics evolved into a 

defensive war; barbed wire 

revolutionized the traditional fortress 

mentality.  It allowed “fortresses” to 

be mobile. 

William’s story, no. 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddo
n.cbc.ca/stories/19/william-trench-
duties 

Research: 

How did barbed wire radically alter the nature of warfare early in the 
twentieth century?  

33:30-37:00 – Old tactics became 
quickly out-dated in the First World 
War--an industrialized war.  The “two 
inch tap,” machine guns were like 
precision lathes. 
 

25:00-31:00, 50:00-1:03:00 - Almost 
an entire battalion was lost in the 
battle at Beaumont-Hamel, where 
soldiers were directed in a marching 
attack. 

Edward’s story, no. 3: 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddo
n.cbc.ca/stories/23/edward-the-
battle-from-edward-s-view 

 

Research:  

What is the “two inch tap”? 

What does historian Gwynne Dyer mean when he says “precision lathes”?   

Why is this a particularly powerful metaphor to describe machine guns? 

39:45 - Tactics: night patrols to gather 
intelligence (a very important tactic 
used at Vimy, though much more 
efficiently by Canadians). 

Charles’ story, no. 2: 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddo
n.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-
preparations 

Video «Night raids»: 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddo
n.cbc.ca/resource/40/night-raids  

Research: 

How does Arthur Currie’s use of the First World War battle tactic “night 
raids” or “raiding parties” at Vimy Ridge differ from those used at the 
Somme?  What other tactics did Currie use that differed from the ill-fated 
Somme offensive? Account for why these tactics were altered. 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/19/william-trench-duties
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/19/william-trench-duties
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/19/william-trench-duties
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/23/edward-the-battle-from-edward-s-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/23/edward-the-battle-from-edward-s-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/23/edward-the-battle-from-edward-s-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/23/edward-the-battle-from-edward-s-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/40/night-raids
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/40/night-raids
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
WAR EXPERIENCES: trench warfare, tactics and technology, experiences of various groups 

 Tactics and technology 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

26:45 - Introduced to Field Marshall 

Haig, a polarizing figure even to this 

day.   

27:30 - Reasons why the Battle of the 

Somme was fought. 

 

  

Research/Analyze: 

Read the following article by Professor Gary Sheffield: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/lions_donkeys_01.shtml 

How does it contrast with the view of Haig in the documentary? Which 
perspective do you agree with mostly? Why? Explain the phrase “lions being 
led by donkeys”. 

36:15 - Leaders grapple with this new 

type of warfare. There is an inherent 

bias towards the cavalry on behalf of 

Haig. “Throughout the war, Haig 

orders that three divisions of 

mounted troops, 50,000 soldiers, be 

kept ready to exploit a breakthrough.” 

37:30 - Strategies of Somme offensive: 

massive artillery barrage, men will 

walk towards a defeated, dead 

enemy, the cavalry will deliver the 

final blow.  Soldiers were disillusioned 

with this approach, “…might as well 

have been mounted on hobby 

horses…” 

 Analyze:  

The narrator in the documentary says Haig’s plans called for a final blow that 

involved a cavalry charge. He goes on to say “That final blow is a fantasy from 

another age.”  Explain what is meant by this comment. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/lions_donkeys_01.shtml
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
WAR EXPERIENCES: trench warfare, tactics and technology, experiences of various groups 

 Tactics and technology (cont.) 

 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

38:40 - Allies used 1.5 million shells.   

The main target was the German 

barbed wire; without its destruction, 

success is not possible. 

39:50 - Increasingly frequent night 

raids helped Germans predict when a 

big attack was coming. This was 

something Currie and Byng learned 

not to do. Intelligence gathered 

during these raids showed the wire 

was intact. 

William’s story, no. 3: 

http://newfoundlandatarm

ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/22/

william-the-countdown 

 

Video and text 
«Bombardment»: 
http://newfoundlandatarm
ageddon.cbc.ca/resource/7
/bombardments    

 

Charles’ story, no. 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarm
ageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/
charles-battle-preparations 

Analyze: 

At 45:30 in the documentary, it says the officers knew the crucial component 

of the plan, the artillery barrage to destroy the wire, was a failure.  It goes on 

to say the Somme offensive was unprecedented in its planning and to stop it 

at the “eleventh hour” was not a consideration. Canadian historian Pierre 

Berton, in Marching As To War, compares it to a bride or groom cancelling 

the wedding on the morning of the Big Day.  Explain what Berton may have 

meant by this.  How is it an effective analogy?   

 

 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/22/william-the-countdown
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/22/william-the-countdown
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/22/william-the-countdown
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/7/bombardments
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/7/bombardments
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/7/bombardments
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/21/charles-battle-preparations
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates 

 Battle of the Somme  
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas  

52:00 - The battle begins. The mine is 

blown. All is not going according to 

plan. The white flare from German 

lines is mistaken to be British, falsely 

indicating success. Trenches are 

blocked, and the Newfoundlanders 

are alone on the battlefield. 

 

55:30 - Unlike earlier waves of troops 

that morning, Newfoundlanders must 

have known things were not going to 

be the great success that was 

planned. 

 

1:01:40 - The catastrophic decision to 

use silver triangles fixed to soldiers’ 

backs.  

Thomas’ story, no. 3: 

http://newfoundlandatarma

geddon.cbc.ca/stories/24/th

omas-the-battle-from-

thomas-view 

 

Video and text «Going over 
the top»: 
http://newfoundlandatarma
geddon.cbc.ca/resource/10/
going-over-the-top  

 

 

 

 

Discuss: 

This documentary examines one of the mysteries of trench warfare. What 

possesses men to obey orders and “go over the top”? What reasons are 

offered up in this documentary?  Offer your own reasons for such incredible 

bravery. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/24/thomas-the-battle-from-thomas-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/24/thomas-the-battle-from-thomas-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/24/thomas-the-battle-from-thomas-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/24/thomas-the-battle-from-thomas-view
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/10/going-over-the-top
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/10/going-over-the-top
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/resource/10/going-over-the-top
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates 

 Women on the Front 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

11:00 - Women also 

enthusiastically signed up for the 

great adventure. 

Marjorie’s story, no. 1: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-

training-as-a-vad 

Dorothy’s story: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/7/dorothy-

woman-ambulance-driver  

Discuss: 

The documentary illustrates that the role women played in the First World 
War was not just on the home front, but also on the actual front.  What were 
these roles?   

32:20 - Horrors and danger of 

nursing on the front; they were 

often in harm’s way.   

Grace’s story: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/8/grace-

canadian-nurse 

Research: 

Research the phrase “Bluebirds in The First World War.”  Why were soldiers so 
happy to see them? 

Read the following article: http://www.thetelegram.com/News/Local/2015-
08-01/article-4231794/Service-and-sacrifice/1 

Research Nursing Sister Bertha Bartlett.  
Research Nursing Sister Margaret Lowe.  

Report your findings to your classmates. 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/7/dorothy-woman-ambulance-driver
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/7/dorothy-woman-ambulance-driver
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/7/dorothy-woman-ambulance-driver
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/8/grace-canadian-nurse
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/8/grace-canadian-nurse
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/8/grace-canadian-nurse
http://www.thetelegram.com/News/Local/2015-08-01/article-4231794/Service-and-sacrifice/1
http://www.thetelegram.com/News/Local/2015-08-01/article-4231794/Service-and-sacrifice/1
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates 

 Women on the Front (con’t) 
 

33:10 - Many of the women who 

volunteered to be a VAD or a 

Nurse’s Aid often had less than 6 

months training. 

Marjorie’s story, no. 2: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-

training-as-a-vad 

 

Research: 

Read the following article about VADs: 
https://museumofhealthcare.wordpress.com/2015/02/26/voluntary-veil-the-
canadian-voluntary-aid-detachment-in-the-first-world-war/ 

Would you have volunteered? 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/3/marjorie-training-as-a-vad
https://museumofhealthcare.wordpress.com/2015/02/26/voluntary-veil-the-canadian-voluntary-aid-detachment-in-the-first-world-war/
https://museumofhealthcare.wordpress.com/2015/02/26/voluntary-veil-the-canadian-voluntary-aid-detachment-in-the-first-world-war/
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates 

 Aboriginals 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

28:15 - Introduced to John 

Shiwak, his role and his ultimate 

fate. 

Charles’ story: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/26/charles-

cambrai 

Research: 

Read about the contribution of the Canadian First Nation soldiers in the First 
World War: http://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/people/in-
uniform/first-nations-soldiers/ 

What skills did First Nation soldiers possess that made them invaluable assets 
to the British Army?  

 

 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/26/charles-cambrai
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/26/charles-cambrai
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/26/charles-cambrai
http://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/people/in-uniform/first-nations-soldiers/
http://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/people/in-uniform/first-nations-soldiers/
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
HOME FRONT: economic, political and social growth and change, role of women 

 Role of Women 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

15:00 - Women played a central 

role in the war effort. According 

to Margot Duley there were over 

240 branches of the Women’s 

Patriotic Association. 

32:16 - Women essentially 

replaced men at home doubling 

their responsibilities. 

Jenna’s story, no .1: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-

women-s-war-efforts-wpa 

Laura’s story: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/11/laura-

cable-operator 

 

Research: 

Often history classes teach us about the role of women on the home front.  To 
what does the phrase home front refer?  

This documentary examines the role of women in the First World War on 
many levels. As Margot Duley points out, “...this central role in the war effort 
is the catalyst for a political awakening… women began to say we matter.”  
List the various social, political and economic issues that women played a 
central role in.   

 

16:00 - Margot Duley states that 

at Government House, there was 

a frenzy of fundraising, over $500 

000, close to $20 million today.  

The perception was that they 

knitted socks, though they did 

much more.  

 

Jenna’s story, no. 2 & 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-

women-s-war-efforts-wpa 

Margaret’s story, no. 2: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged

don.cbc.ca/stories/9/margaret-

a-mother-s-sorrow 

Discuss: 

At the entrance to the “Newfoundland War Memorial Park Beaumont Hamel”, 
a plaque states: This park embraces the ground over which the 
Newfoundlanders fought on the first of July 1916 and was purchased and 
constructed under the direction of Lt-Col T. Nangle and R.H.K. Cochius Esq, 
Landscape Architect, from funds subscribed by the Government and women of 
Newfoundland, and was opened by Field Marshal Earl Haig, late Commander-
in-Chief of the British Expeditionary Force, on June 7th 1925.   

This park is visited by almost 250 000 people annually and is one of the only 
preserved battlefields in the Somme valley, almost untouched for a 100 years. 
Explore why this plaque states that women played a key role in its inception. 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/11/laura-cable-operator
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/11/laura-cable-operator
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/11/laura-cable-operator
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/1/jenna-women-s-war-efforts-wpa
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/9/margaret-a-mother-s-sorrow
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/9/margaret-a-mother-s-sorrow
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/9/margaret-a-mother-s-sorrow
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

HOME FRONT: economic, political and social growth and change, role of women  

 Nationhood 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas 

1:18:30 - England refuses to 

forgive NL debt, instead offers to 

reschedule payments if NL 

accepts the recommendations of 

a Royal Commission which 

ultimately leads to a loss of 

Dominion Status and democracy.  

 Discuss: 

“Beaumont Hamel changes the water on the beans…culminates in the collapse 

of the state.”  What does this phrase mean? Define a “watershed moment”. 

Some historians said that at Vimy Ridge “Canada became a nation”. How does 

this differ with Newfoundland’s experience at war. 

1:20:00 - “In 1948, in a 

controversial referendum, 

Newfoundlanders vote to 

confederate with Canada, by a 

razor-thin margin… July 1st is a 

complicated day for 

Newfoundland and Labrador.” 

James’ story, no. 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmag

eddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/jame

s-beaumont-hamel-7-years-

later 

 

Discuss: 

In the documentary, historian John Fitzgerald states that the events at 

Beaumont Hamel had a profound effect on post war Newfoundland and 

Labrador. Explain the following quote. “We paid in blood, we paid in cash, and 

finally we paid in the loss of democracy and loss of our state itself.” 

 

 

 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Societal Empowerment: Inequities, Industrialization, Women’s Rights 

 Women’s Rights 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas  

1:11:35 - “For women, this 

central role in the war effort is 

the catalyst for a political 

awakening… Women began to 

say we matter.” The emergence 

of the Women’s Franchise 

League. By 1925, albeit later than 

many other places, the suffrage 

bill passes unanimously in the NL 

legislature. 

 

Dorothy’s story, no. 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmaged
don.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-
back-home 

Create: 

Create a poster advocating for women’s right to vote in Newfoundland in the 

1920s or in your province some years before or after. Use elements of 

persuasive media, including a direct slogan, a clear image and contrasting 

colours.  

To get inspired, you can consult: 

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/suffrage/ 

 

Research: 

When did women gain the right to vote in each Canadian province and 

territory? How did Newfoundland rank? 

1:11:00 - “No one would hire me 

until I put the baby in the 

orphanage.” Women suffered 

unique hardships economically 

and socially. 

 Discuss: 

Why would a single mother have to give up her child then? How is it different 
from today? 

  

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/suffrage/
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates  

 Shell Shock / PTSD & Invalidity 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas  

1:17:00-1:18:15 - Life on the 
front can affect one’s mental 
health in disastrous ways. Living 
in harm’s way on a daily basis can 
have lasting effects long after the 
war is over. 

 

 

Charles’ story, no. 3 & 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmag

eddon.cbc.ca/stories/28/charl

es-home-with-shell-shock 

 

Dorothy’s story, no. 4: 

http://newfoundlandatarmag

eddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorot

hy-back-home 

Research: 

Define shell shock.  Who suffered from it?  How was it initially viewed by 
authorities?  Research the phrase “shot at dawn.” 

 

Discuss: 

As a class, discuss what we know about Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. How 
did this affect the soldiers who survived the war and returned to their 
families? PTSD is a mental illness that can be experienced outside of the “shell 
shocked” war context. What are some examples of trauma in today’s society 
that could create PTSD?  

1:15:00 - Veterans experienced 

tremendous physical and 

psychological suffering.  

Returning home is just the 

beginning of a lifelong battle.   

1:17:30 - Families fought with the 

government for 17 years before 

receiving a pension. The 

government received a steady 

stream of letters asking for 

assistance. 

Thomas’ story: 

http://newfoundlandatarmag

eddon.cbc.ca/stories/29/thom

as-home-with-a-prosthesis 

 

Discuss: 

Historian John Fitzgerald says that returning soldiers “would have spent the 
rest of their lives suffering. And that reverberated down through the 
generations.”  What does this mean?  How might spouses, children, siblings or 
parents of soldiers or nurse volunteers/ambulance drivers have indirectly also 
suffered from the effects of the First World War? 

 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/28/charles-home-with-shell-shock
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/28/charles-home-with-shell-shock
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/28/charles-home-with-shell-shock
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/12/dorothy-back-home
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/29/thomas-home-with-a-prosthesis
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/29/thomas-home-with-a-prosthesis
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/29/thomas-home-with-a-prosthesis
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CANADA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS: battles and military operations, Aboriginals, women and specific individuals, casualty rates 

 Aftermath of War 
 

Time in Doc Website Activity Ideas  

1:24:15 - “Is anyone’s son worth 
it?  Can you ever really justify 
it?... The truth is, it’s 
horrendous.” (Miller Ayre) 

James’ story no. 2 & 3: 

http://newfoundlandatarmage
ddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-
beaumont-hamel-7-years-later 

Research: 

We see a headstone with the epitaph “Sacrifice.”  Explore more about the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and the work they did at the end 
of the war.  
 

Discuss: 

"If any question why we died, tell them, because our fathers lied." Rudyard 

Kipling (The Common Form) Who was Rudyard Kipling? How was he deeply 

affected by the war? What role did he play in the War Graves Commission?  

What might he have meant by this line in a poem he wrote?  What other 

phrases did he write that are used in Commonwealth military graveyards 

and Remembrance ceremonies? 

1:25:20 - “All wars, in their way, 

are wars of attrition. They’re 

never confined to the battlefields 

or to the men who fight them. 

Eventually war afflicts every 

corner of a society and that 

affliction is passed on from one 

generation to the next…we still 

carry the scars of that conflict 

and its aftermath for better or 

 

 

 

Reflect: 

Comment on the closing commentary by the narrator. 

 

 

 

 

http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
http://newfoundlandatarmageddon.cbc.ca/stories/32/james-beaumont-hamel-7-years-later
https://www.reddit.com/r/quotes/comments/2amcru/if_any_question_why_we_died_tell_them_because_our/
https://www.reddit.com/r/quotes/comments/2amcru/if_any_question_why_we_died_tell_them_because_our/
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worse. The people who faced 

that storm are part of us as well. 

Without their sacrifices we would 

not be who and what we are. At 

the going down of the sun and in 

the morning we remember 

them.” 

 

 


